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Director/ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: . 

below . 

I- Vie Clairost 

Please amend Claims 3, 7, and 10 as follows: 

(A^nded) A power generation system as defined 


in Claim 1, wherein the diode whe 
metal-electric connection regions 
diodes connected thereto, wherein 


1^1 includes a plurality of 
each having one of the 
each of the plurality of 


e (-v,^ r>ai.r of containment members is 
wherein at least one of the pair or con 
wnerein „„^»l.-l^ctric connection region 

positioned adjacent the metal electric 

Ling the diode connected thereno and extends to the casing 
of the diode. 

, (Amended) An exciter as defined in Claim 5, 
wherein each of the pair of containment members has a 

) 
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substantially annular shape to thejreby define an insulative 
disc. 


10. (Amended) A diode suipport and rupture 
containment device as defined in Cjlaim 8, wherein each of the 
pair of containment members has a 
to thereby define an insulative di,sc. 


substantially annular shape 


5, and 8, as the Examiner 
earlier cancellation of 


REM&RRS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for his thorough 

examination of the present application. Applicant, have 

amended Claims 3, 7, and 10 to properly recite that they 

depend respectively from Claims 1. 

correctly assumed from Applicants 

Claims 2, 6, and 9. : , 

Applicants also express] their sincere appreciation 

for the Examiner's graciously taking time to discuss with 
Applicants' attorney by phone on jjovember 19, 2002, the basis 
for the E^miner's final rejectiok. Applicants very much 
appreciate the Examiner's appreci^ion of the patentable 
distinctions of the claims over the prior art. These 
distinctions are reiterated in th^ following section for the 
Examiner's convenience. | 


I. The CJ °^"'' Patentable 

The Examiner rejected independent Claim 1 on the 
basis of the Nold >165 patent in ^ 
patent The Examiner rejected independent Claims 5 and 3 on 
the basis of the Nold >165 patent^ in view of the Moffatt «320 
patent and further in view of th^ admitted prior art in FIG- 4 
of Applicant's specification. 
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independent Claim 1 is directed to a power generator 
system that includes a power generator and an exciter for 


excitation of the power generator 


The exciter; in turn, 


includes a diode wheel having a rotating support structure, a 
plurality of diodes mounted to the structure, and a plurality 
of a diode support and rupture co^ainment devices each 
positioned adjacent a respective ohe of the plurality of 
diodes to support -the diode and contain it within the confines 
thereof in the event the diode rujitures- The diode support 
and rupture containment devices each include a pair of spaced- 
apart Insulative containment menOs^rs arranged to have a diode 
positioned therebetween. 

independent Claim 5 is c^irected to an exciter for a 
power generation system, the exciter including a diode support 
and rupture containment device that comprises a pair of 
spaced-apart insulative containment members arranged to have a 
diode positioned therebetween. Independent Claim 8 is 
directed to a diode support and rapture containment device for 
a diode of a power generation system, the diode support and 
rupture containment device including a pair of spaced-apart 
insulative containment members arranged to have a diode 
positioned therebetween. 

The Examiner correctly Acknowledged that Nold does 
not disclose a diode support and 'rupture containment device 
that includes a pair of spaced-ap^rt insulative containment 
members with a respective diode j^ositioned therebetween. The 
Examiner, however, points to Moffat, which the Examiner 
contends shows such a diode support and rupture containment 
device comprising a pair of spaced-apart containment members, 
Applicants respectfully assert tl^at Moffat nowhere discloses 
or suggests insulative containmeijt members as recited m each 
of independent Claims 1, 5, and 9. 
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During the Examiner's discussion of the final 
rejection with Applicants' attome|,, the Examiner acknowledged 
that Moffat does not disclose containment members that are 
in.ulative. The Examiner, though,! cited Nold's reference to 
an insulator 21 as part of the rectifier assembly illustrated 
in FIQ. 1 of the Hold ^65 patent.] 

in response, Applicants jrespectfully assert that the 
insulator 2X to which the Examinerj referred is on the opposite 
side of a thin conductive plate 1$ that separates the 
insulator from a diode 20. The insulator 21 does not contain 
the diode, and, indeed, it is sep4rated from the diode 20 by 
the conductive plate 18. The insulator 21 could not possibly 
serve as an insulative containment member. The insulator 21 
is described as serving to »sandw^=h a donut-like resistor 
22 - (Col. 3, Lines 7-8.) The resistor 22, however, is also 
on the other side of the conductive plate 18 and even farther 
away from the diode 20. Accordingly, Applicants respectively 
assert that Nold nowhere suggests providing an insulative 
containment member for a diode, apd, therefore, the 
combination of Nold and Moff att fkils to produce the claimed 

1 

invention. ; ,11*. 

Applicants also respecffully assert that the collet 

receiving ends of Moffatt that sandwich each diode are 
conductive rather than insulativ^. This is because with 
Moffatt an electrical connector «^onnects to the collet 
receiving ends that sandwich eacl| diode to thereby provide a 
rectifying bridge. It, therefor^, is counter to Moffatt to 
sandwich each diode between ' cont4inment members that are 
insulative. Indeed, Moffatt 's purpose may well be destroyed 
by the employment of insulative ^upport and rupture 
containment members, | 
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Applicants respectfully submit, therefore, that 
there is no proper basis for the conOjination of Hold and 
Moffatt, and that, even were there a proper basis, the 
combination fails to produce the cflaimed invention. 
Accordingly, independent Claims l,i S, and 8 are patentable 
over the prior art. In view of t^e patentability of Claims 1, 
5, and 8, it is respectfully submiitted that their dependent 
claims, which recite yet further distinguishing features of 
the invention, are also patentabl| These dependent claims 
require no further discussion herein. 

CONCLUSION 


In view of the argument^ presented herein, it is 
respectfully submitted that all tljxe claims are patentable. 
Accordingly, Applicants request ti^at the Examiner withdraw the 
final rejection of the claims and issue a Notice of Allowance 
in due course. Should any minor Informalities need to be 
addressed, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
undersigned attorney at the telepjione nurr±.er listed below. 

Attached hereto is a maj:ked-up version of the 
changes made to the specif icationj and claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page is ^aptioned - Version With 

M^Ainaa to Show Changes Made^' j 

Resipectfully submitted, 


IGHARD A\ HINSON 
Reg. No. 47,652 

Al3^en, Dyer, Doppelt, Milbrath 
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